Sunday School Lesson for the Months of June & July 2013

The Command To Love

(John 15:12-17)

(Sundays, June 2, 9, 16)

Among the great disciplines that characterized the life of Jesus was his determination to practice genuine love toward those who crossed his pathway.  If we would be true followers of Jesus Christ, we must see life as an opportunity to love, and we must see people as those to whom we have the opportunity of demonstrating genuine Christian love.

I. We are commanded to love!


John the beloved apostle declared, “God is love.”  In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins.  “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:8-11 RSV). 

A. We are commanded to love God supremely [Matt. 22:37].  We are to put God first at all times.

B. We are commanded to love our neighbors as ourselves [Matt. 22:39].  Most of us have a problem at this point because we do not love ourselves appropriately – Therefore, we do not have a proper measure by which to know how to truly love our neighbor.

C. We are commanded to love our enemies [Matt. 5:43-45].  Most of us have difficulty at this point because we think of love as an emotion, a sentimental attachment, or a romantic attraction.

D. We are commanded to love one another [John 15:17].

E. Paul issued a command that husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church [Eph. 5:25,33].  This presents problems, because the only kind of love that some people know anything about is romantic love.

(Sundays, June 23, 30 - July 7)
II. The Greeks used different words to describe different kinds of love.


We over use and misuse the word love.  The Greek language was much clearer at helping people to understand the different forms and expression of love.

A. Storge refers to natural family love, the love of parents for children and children for parents, and the love of grandparents for grandchildren.  It is even used for the love of an animal for her young.

B. Eros is sensual love, “need” love, or “Me” love.  Love on this level is often self-seeking rather than self-giving.  Love on this level seeks gratification and pleasure.

C. Philia is “friendship” love or “respect” love. It expresses itself in friendship.  It is love without a romantic content: often it is love based on the worth of the one who is loved.

D. Agape is self-giving, Christ-like love.  This is the kind of love that God demonstrated in the gift of his Son for our sins.  Agape love is “help” of “gift” love.

It is unmerited goodwill.  Agape love finds its source in the heart of 
the giver rather than in the loneliness of the recipient.  In a good marriage, one can observe all four types of love as signified by these four Greek words.  Not to make these distinctions can lead to confusion about the type of love that is commanded in the scriptures.

(Sundays, July 14, 21, 28)
III.  “Love one another, even as I have loved you.”

A. Christian Love is not instinctive – It is not emotional.  It is not a mere feeling.  Nor is Christian love automatic.  Christian love is an activity in which we are called to participate.

1. Christian love is a lesson to be learned, and Jesus is the Teacher.

2. Christian love is a habit to be practiced.

3. Christian love is a commandment to be obeyed.

4. Christian love is a principle to be followed.

B. Jesus loved his disciples, and he wants us to love in the same manner.

1. Jesus loved his disciples all accepted them as they were

2. Jesus loved his disciples and affirmed them.

3. Jesus loved his disciples helpfully.

4. Jesus loved his disciples and forgave them fully.

5. Jesus loved his disciples tenderly and kindly, yet firmly.

6. Jesus loved his disciples sacrificially.

Christian love is more than an emotion or a feeling.  Christian love is

an activity that follows a decision of commitment.  Let us look into the face of every person and see him or her as one for whom Jesus Christ died.  Let us look into the face of everyone and see one who needs the love that we can give because of the indwelling Christ.  Let us look into the mirror and see for ourselves one for whom Jesus Christ died on the cross.

As we seek to love God supremely, let us decide to love ourselves

appropriately, and perhaps, we will find it easier to be obedient to our Lord’s command, “love one another, even as I have loved you.”  By doing so, we will find ourselves continually wearing the badge that indicates that we are true disciples of Jesus Christ [John 13:34-35].
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